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SIERRA LEONE

23rd Session of the UPR

SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS

11th November 2015

Mr President,

Sierra Leone warmly welcomes the delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis to this their second UPR in the Human Rights Council.  My delegation thanks the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis for their informative report and presentation. 
My delegation commends St Kitts and Nevis for the impressive work it is doing to address the social and economic rights of its people, particularly in reaching many of the Millennium Development Goals, thus improving the standard of living of citizens.  In this connection, a mention must be made of the actions to address the health related Millennium Development Goals, which has resulted in high life expectancy and a low infant mortality rate, reflective also of a very low maternal mortality rate.  Sierra Leone also applauds the efforts being made in the education sector especially the empowerment of young boys.  Sierra Leone is particularly appreciative of the MEND Programme which is similar to our Agenda for Prosperity. 
We note the strides being made by the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis in ensuring that there are just and effective legal and administrative mechanisms that offer some form of protection for young girls and women from all forms of violence. 

Sierra Leone is concerned that St Kitts and Nevis has failed to implement the recommendations it accepted in the first cycle of the UPR, relating to ratification of the core Human Rights Treaties, such as ICCPR, ICESCR and CAT, and encourages that the recommendations made by treaty bodies to the Government be implemented during the next cycle of the UPR.
My delegation also encourages St Kitts and Nevis to develop national legal frameworks to provide refugees with international protection; to pass an Access to Information Act; and to speedily enact the Domestic Violence Bill.

My delegation recommends the following:

1.  Give a mandate to the office of the Ombudsman to bring it in compliance with the Paris Principles.
2. Prepare and submit, with the assistance of OHCHR, if required, all overdue reports to the CEDAW, CRC and CERD.

3. Adopt the minimum age of criminal responsibility to 18, as given by the CRC.

My delegation urges the Government to continue its best practices in the promotion and projection of the human rights of the people.  

Sierra Leone wishes the delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis a successful review.
Thank you, Mr President.

